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(preface* 



The matter herein contained is an extension 
and continuation of **The Royal Courts of 
Justice : A Sketch," which was received so 
kindly and viewed so favourably as to em- 
bolden the Author to carry the work further. 
The illustrations are, as before, reprinted by 
permission of Messrs. Cassell, Petter, and 
Galpin, with the addition of three photo- 
graphic views by Messrs. Bedford Lemere 
and Co. 

March, 1883. 
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Royal Courts of Justice. 



t^t Orijim 




BOUT the year 1858 (if not 
earlier) the first step was 
taken in the great work, at 
length successfully termi- 
nated, by the Incorporated 
Law Society of the United Kingdom, who, 
through their President, Mr. John Young, 
called the attention of Lord John Manners, 
the then First Commissioner of Works, to 
the necessity of providing an eligible site 
for the Courts of Justice. In the obser- 
vations submitted for the consideration of 
his Lordship, the Council remark at length 
upon the well-known inadequate and incon- 
venient Court-rooms adjoining Westminster 
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Hall — which will, in any event, shortly have 
to be altogether removed — and point out the 
advantages that would be obtained, not only 
to the Profession, but to suitors, witnesses, 
and the general public, by concentrating the 
Superior Courts of Law and Equity, and 
other Courts of Justice, with the requisite 
offices for the despatch of business connected 
therewith) in the vicinity of the Inns of 
Court. They also had prepared a statement 
of the means of defraying the expense of the 
building, and suggested a site. 

The Government of the day, although 
agreeing with the Council in the importance 
of concentrating the Courts in the way sug- 
gested, considered that great and insuperable 
objections would prevent such a course. 
The Council of the Society, however, were 
not disposed to acquiesce in the views ex- 
pressed by the Government, and followed 
their opening letter by a lengthy correspon- 
dence, in which .they advanced such indis- 
putable arguments, and adduced so many 
important points in evidence as to the cor- 
rectness of their views, that they success- 
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fully combated the numerous objections 
raised. These were not only on account 




of the great cost required to be incurred, 
and the funds proposed to be made avail- 
able to meet it, but also as to the site, and 
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also on the ground of a scheme being al- 
ready on foot, if 'not then matured, for the 
erection of Courts for the Chancery Divi- 
sion in Lincoln's Inn. It may be seen now 
how very unsatisfactory such a scheme 
would have proved, if carried out. For- 
tunately, the idea was abandoned, and 
broader views entertained; the desirability 
being admitted of the whole of the Courts 
being concentrated, and the matter was 
further pressed on. 

Committees and Commissions were ap- 
pointed, evidence obtained, and reports 
presented, which at last bore fruit in ** The 
Courts of Justice Building Act 1865,*' 
28th Victoria, chapter 48 ; ** The Courts 
of Justice Concentration (Site) Act 1865," 
28th Victoria, chapter 49 ; and ** The Courts 
of Justice Act 1866," 29th and 30th Victoria, 
chapter 63. 

The credit of originating the grand idea 
which has culminated in the, present building 
may thus be fairly given to the Incorporated 
Law Society, although a previous step had 
been taken by the officials of the Chancery 
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Division . for the erection of better Courts 
and offices than they then occupied, which 
were, if anything, more inconvenient and 
dingy than those at Westminster, and were 
also scattered in all parts of Chancery Lane 
and Lincoln's Inn. 

Mr. T. Braithwaite, in his account of 
The Six Clerks and the Houses they Lived 
In, has given us a very good sketch of 
these ancient offices and their occupants, 
and a reference to that work will shew how 
very inconvenient those chambers must have 
been. 
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HE architects whose designs 
were submitted to competi- 
tion, in accordance with the 
directions given them, pre- 
pared alternative designs, 
with the view of the possible placing of the 
building on the Thames Embankment, and 
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the drawings of many, and especially those 
of Mr. Street, shew very grand edifices. 

Many fierce discussions and much differ- 
ence of opinion existed as to the advantages 
of the respective positions, and indeed lasted 
until long after the present site had been 
only fixed on, but partially cleared ; and 
several motions were made by Members 
in the House of Commons with a view to 
changing the site. It will, doubtless, be 
always a matter of controversy as to which 
position would be most advantageous. The 
erection of such a building on the Embank- 
ment would have made a splendid addition 
to that portion of the handsome road, but 
other and weightier considerations influenced 
the minds of the reigning authorities ; and all 
other obstacles being removed, the clearance 
of the site was vigorously commenced. 

This involved the demolition of about 
450 houses, many of them very ancient, 
and some of the most noteworthy of which 
are mentioned in the next chapter. It is, 
perhaps, hardly necessary to say that pos- 
sessors of property on the site did not fail 
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to make due claims for compensation for 
the compulsory acquisition by the Govern- 
ment of their not very eligible premises. 
The first case was heard before Mr. Scott 
Turner, the High Bailiff of Westminster, 
in May 1867, when the claimant was no 
less distinguished a personage than Sir 
Charles George Young, the Garter King- 
at-Arms, the property in dispute being 
The Palace of Holyrood^ a public-house. 
The compensation was, by consent, assessed 
at ;^8,500, which for a palace cannot be 
deemed excessive. 



HE area which these ancient 
rookeries occupied consisted 
of between seven and eight 
acres, extending from Cle- 
ment's Inn on the west to 
Bell Yard on the east; and from Pickett 
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Place and the Strand on the south, to Carey 
Street on the north. As already stated, 
nearly 450 houses stood, or in some caises 
were supported, on this space. Most of 
the courts and lanes are unknown to fame ; 
being in this respect unlike Took's Court, 
Cursitor Street, in the immediate vicinity, 
which has been immortalised in Bleak House, 
and where, it will be remembered, the abode 
of Mr. Snagsby and Miss Flight, and of 
" the Lord Chancellor," was situate — all of 
them typical representatives of the neigh- 
bourhood. 

On this spot was Shire Lane, a name, 
according to Stow, conferred on it "because 
it divide th the City from the shire," which, 
however, was not literally true, the City 
boundary extending only a short distance up 
the lane, and the parish boundary, forming a 
division between " y^ Libertie of y*" Rolls " 
and the Parish of St. Clement Danes, run- 
ning the remainder of the distance. This 
thoroughfare had apparently earned a not 
very enviable reputation, as it was fre- 
quently designated Rogue Lane. It is only 
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charitable to assume that the name had been 
appHed, not ip reference to the class of persons 
resident therein, but to the nefarious practices 
of "certain evil-disposed persons who habi- 
tually infested the lane, rendering the foot- 
ways unsafe for passers-by after dark." The 
celebrated Kit-Kat Club owed its origin 
and name to a pastrycook of Shire Lane, 
named Christopher Katt. 

The Trumpet Tavern was the home of 
another club with which many once celebrated 
names are connected. Isaac Bickerstaff, 
Elias Ashmole, Sir John Sedley, Theodore 
Hook, and many other public characters, 
either lived hereabouts or frequently visited 
at the houses of a better class, many of 
which were tenanted by persons of superior 
position. 

There appear to have been mixed with 
these all classes of trades; law stationers 
being, of course, well represented, although 
pie-shops and fish and eating-houses were 
numerous. Of the latter class, one was for 
many years successfully carried on by the no- 
torious Crockford, of gaming-house celebrity. 
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** Professional " callings were, however, 
freely mixed with the more humble trades, 
the term in this case being applicable to 
street musicians and acrobats, and those light- 
fingered and soft-footed members of the 
profession who make their presence known 
in no agreeable manner, by possessing them- 
selves of as much of other persons' property 
as they find portable. These and other bad 
characters found the maze of courts and 
alleys on this spot a pleasant refuge, while 
the exploration of many, even by the police, 
was rendered anything but a safe adventure. 

Temple Bar and all its interesting asso- 
ciations are too well known to need mention 
here. It was, in spite of all opposition, 
compelled to share the fate of its neighbours, 
after having guarded the City entrance for 
two hundred years. It is doubtful if its 
successor — the beauty or utility of which is 
an open question — will stand as long ; but it 
is certain that, if it were more hideous than 
its detractors insist it is, it will never look so 
ghastly as the grim old Bar must have done 
on many occasions, with many noble but 
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dishonoured heads fixed on its spikes. Prob- 
ably Sir Christopher Wren would have felt 
little pride in his work in 1670 could he 
have known to what uses it would be after- 
wards put. 
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HE principal architects of the 
day were invited to enter a 
competition and submit de- 
signs for the consideration of 
an experienced Committee, 
who were aided in their decisions by pro- 
fessional judges, Messrs. Shaw and Pownall, 
and the designs for each department were 
sent to the heads of each, and their opinion 
obtained as to the utility and merits of the 
various office plans. 

The following gentlemen sent in designs, 
which were of such magnitude as to form an 
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attractive exhibition, opened to the public on 
the 8th of February, 1867, and other days 
during that month. The names are placed 
in the order in which the experts decided 
as to the merits of their respective plans : 
Mr. Barry, Mr. Scott, Mr. Lockwood, 
Mr. Waterhouse, Mr. Burges, Mr. Brandon, 
Mr. Seddon, Mr. Street, Mr. Deane, 
Mr. Garling, and Mr. Abraham. This 
decision was given more in reference to the 
details of arrangement of the offices, and not 
as to the beauty of the general designs, the 
palm for which was, of course, given to 
Mr. Street, whom Mr. Barry ran very close. 
It is needless to say that much difference of 
opinion existed, and it was not until the 
following year, after .many changes and 
endless controversy, that Mr. Street was 
appointed sole architect, it having been pre- 
viously suggested that Mr. E. M. Barry 
should carry out a portion of his plans con- 
jointly with Mr. Street. 

The result of the competition caused at 
the time considerable discussion, and gave 
in many quarters very great dissatisfaction. 
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Pamphlets containing protests and explana- 
tions were published by Mr. Street and 
Mr. Barry and others. The bitterness of 
feeling at that time has doubtless passed 
away, and those who had the honour of en- 
gaging in the contest will vie with others in 
their admiration of the entire work. The 
pleasure of seeing the completion of such an 
extensive undertaking is marred by the deep 
and universal regret that the accomplished 
author of the whole, frpm foundation to spire 
and pinnacle — the artist who designed each 
exquisite and varied piece of carving — had 
not been spared to join the brilliant throng 
who on the 4th of December, 1882, assisted 
at the opening ceremony. 



c 
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HE designs of Mr. Street 
having thus been finally se- 
lected by Her Majesty's 
Commissioners, tenders were 
invited, and in due course 
sent in, the successful competitors being 
Messrs. Bull & Sons of Southampton. 

The contract was signed on the 7th of 
February, 1874, and proceedings were at 
once commenced. The first stone was laid 
by Mr. H. W. Bull's younger son, George 
Edward, who, like the distinguished archi- 
tect, did not survive to witness the final 
ceremony. The works progressed at a 
satisfactory rate, considering the extremely 
solid work comprised in the foundations of 
the building. A serious strike of masons, 
which threatened to extend to other trades, 
caused a temporary stoppage of the works 
at an early stage, in consequence of which 
foreign workmen, mostly Germans, were 
imported. The advent of these foreigners 
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aroused bitter hostility on the part of the 
men on strike, and several conflicts took 
place, resulting in some serious charges. 
The new-comers had to be specially pro- 
tected by the police, and were not even able 
safely to leave the building, but had to be 
lodged and fed there. These and other 
difficulties, however, were at length sur- 
mounted, and, without any serious accident 
to the immense number of men who for a 
period of eight years were engaged, the 
result is seen to-day in the magnificent pile 
which Her Majesty was pleased to declare 
open on the 4th of December, 1882. 

The dimensions, in round figures, are as 
follows : 476 feet from east to west ; 460 
feet from north to south ; 245 feet from the 
Strand level to the finial of the JUche, The 
Central Hall is 230 feet long, 48 feet wide, 
and 82 feet high. 

In addition to the nineteen Courts, there 
are upwards of 700 rooms and offices. 

The heating apparatus consists of large 
furnaces underneath the main block, con- 
nected with eleven miles of pipes. 

c 2 
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The cost of masonry is about ;^ 700,000, 
and the oak work and fittings of the Courts 
about ;^7o,ooo, which, with the other items 
for furnishing and decorating, will raise the 
total cost to something less than a million for 
the whole building, excluding, of course, the 
site and approaches. 

In the Guide and Directory compiled by 
the present writer * will be found all par- 
ticulars as to the offices and officials of the 
building. As these are not of general 
interest beyond the pale of the profession, it 
will not be necessary to do more than refer 
those who may have occasion to use the 
building to that publication for any infor- 
mation that may be desired with regard 
to it. 

The following description, however, of the 
Courts and chambers generally may be con- 
sidered interesting, not only to those who 
have had the opportunity of inspecting them, 
but also to many whom circumstances pre- 
vent from personal acquaintance with the 

* Royal Courts of Justice Guide and Directory. 
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many beautiful and varied specimens of this 
grand monument to the splendid talents 
of Mr. Street. 




Z^t CouHb an^ Officer* 

HE buildings comprise a main 
block, in which is the Cen- 
tral Hall, surrounded by the 
Courts and Judges' Rooms 
and the Chambers of the 
Chancery Chief Clerks, with various other 
offices. On the eastern side of this is the 
large Quadrangle, which is enclosed by the 
wing of the building extending along the 
side of Bell Yard, from Temple Bar to Carey 
Street, and in which are placed a great 
number of different Offices, among which may 
be enumerated the Registrars' and Masters' 
of the two Divisions, the Taxing Masters', 
Paymaster's, Queen's Remembrancer's, a 
Branch of the Bank of England, and many 
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At the southern end of the hall is, or will 
be, a beautiful Library, below which are the 
dining rooms [for the use of Officials, Barris- 
ters and Solicitors. 

In the Courts galleries are provided for 
the public, facing the bench, while ingenious 
desks and seats are, in the body of each 
Court, arranged for the Bar and Solicitors. 
The walls and ceilings are panelled in oak, 
which in many cases, especially at the backs 
of the benches, is elaborately carved. Al- 
though the Courts are all of a very similar 
style and size, in each there is a different 
method of lighting and arrangement of roof. 
There are, in addition to the Waiting Rooms 
for Witnesses and Jurors, several Arbitration 
and Consultation Chambers, together with 
Robing Rooms for the members of the Bar, 
who have also the exclusive use of the only 
decorated room in the building. This is over 
the gateway leading into the Great Quad- 
rangle, coloured and ornamented from designs 
by the architect, and the accompanying 
illustration will give some idea of the appear- 
ance of this handsome room. 
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BRIEF reference to the Old 
Courts may be deemed ad- 
missible here, and the elo- 
quent speech of Mr. Justice 
Grove, when addressing the 
Lord Mayor on the 9th of November, 1882, 
adequately expresses the sentiments shared 
by many who for years practised there. 

His Lordship remarked that, as the Re- 
corder had said, this was probably the last 
occasion on which the Lord Mayor would 
be presented to the Judges at Westminster 
— probably the last time a Judge would 
address a Lord Mayor from the seat which 
he (Mr. Justice Grove) then occupied — a 
seat which had been honoured by some of 
the greatest names that had thrown lustre on 
English Law and Jurisprudence. That duty 
would be transferred to another and better 
place, and probably to a better man than him- 
self. There was a saying of a distinguished 
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writer that there were few things not purely 
evil of which they might say without some 
feeling of regret and sadness, "This is the 
last." For himself, he had experienced the 
feeling embodied in that sentiment when he 
contemplated quitting Westminster Hall for 
another place where judicial duties were to 
be carried on. He had been familiar with 
Westminster Hall and its events for nearly 
half a century. There was hardly a nook of 
the building which he did not know. He 
had held consultations with clients in its 
cellars and corners, wherever they could find 
them. There was an advantage they would 
have in the new Courts, and that was that 
they would not be driven to such extremities 
for the purpose of consulting clients. The 
history of the country was largely mixed up 
with the administration of justice by the most 
eminent men who had sat in those Courts, 
and it was with feelings of pain that he should 
quit those old and what he might call sacred 
precincts. It might be for the best, however, 
and there was every prospect that it would 
be a great improvement. The position of 
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the Lord Mayors successors would be some- 
what affected by this change — at any rate, so 
far as their visits to Westminster were con- 
cerned. If the procession was not stripped 
of half its splendour, it would not have to 
travel half the distance which it had to go at 
the present day. Whether it would come 
round Westminster to keep up the old habit 
or not, he did not know. Change followed 
change, and what the removal of the Courts 
to Temple Bar would bring about he could 
not prophesy. Although their present abode 
was nearly at an end, the Law Courts would 
remain, as would also the Corporation. It 
was said that institutions, like individuals, 
died. There was no prospect of the Law 
Courts dying for a long^ time. Litigation and 
crime, he was sorry to say, still existed to a 
large extent, and, while that was the case. 
Judges and Law Courts must exist also. 

The very last case heaVd in the Old Courts 
was the celebrated action of Belt v. Lawes, 
which altogether occupied forty-four days, 
and in which **the last of the Barons," Mr. 
Baron Huddlestone, on the finding of the 
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Jury, gave judgment for the Plaintiff, with 
jCSOOO damages, on the 28th of December, 
1882. No such scene had been witnessed 
at the close of any trial, since the noted 
Tichborne Case, as occurred at the termi- 
nation of this, the last trial held in these 
ancient Courts, the precincts of which have 
been associated with the administration of 
the laws from time immemorial. 

The Courts having been closed, and all 
further requirement for their retention at 
an end, the Office of Works lost no time 
in disposing of the building material by 
public auction, and in a few weeks the whole 
of the buildings were pulled down and the 
space cleared of the old bricks, timber, 
and rubbish that once formed the home of 
Justice. 
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€^t i^ptmno^ of (^ i^utie. 

Y a rather strange coinciHence 
the first Case heard in the 
New Courts, which were 
opened for business on the 
nth January, 1883, singu- 
larly illustrated the connecting link between 
the Old and New Courts. 

An application for a rule for a new Trial 
in the now historical Case of Belt v, Lawes 
was made by Counsel for the Defendant, the 
grounds being misdirection by the Judge, and 
excessive damages by the Jury. 

Although the inauguration, by the Queen, 
of the Building took place on the 4th of 
December, 1882, it was only on the nth 
of January, 1883, as already intimated, that 
the Courts, or as many of them as were 
completely ready, were opened for business ; 
and it may be permitted to quote the words 
of the Lord Chief Justice, when taking his 
seat with Mr. Baron Pollock and Mr. Justice 
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Manisty, in the Lord Chief Justice of Eng- 
land's Court. 

Addressing an audience (composed of a 
large number of Members of the Bar and 
professional gentlemen, as well as many 
ladies) which crowded every part of the 
Court, his Lordship said — 

In taking their seats for the first time 
he did not propose to make any general 
observations ; all such observations had been 
made, in a manner which it would be vain 
for him to attempt to imitate, by his noble 
friend the Lord Chancellor upon the occa- 
sion when Her Majesty was graciously 
pleased to declare these Courts open. He 
wished to say only two things before begin- 
ning the business of the day. First of all 
he would say that, though they had left 
Westminster Hall, he trusted they had not 
left behind them the traditions of that great 
and illustrious building, and that they would 
follow them in this their new habitation ; 
and especially he hoped that the unbroken 
tradition — unbroken since he had known 
it — of mutual dependence and harmony 
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between the Bench and the Bar would con- 
tinue unbroken — relations without which the 
Bar might probably, and the Bench certainly 
would, find it impossible to discharge their 
most important functions. 

They were now actually in a state of 
transition, and it might be at that moment, 
and for some time to come, difficulties and 
inconveniences necessarily attendant upon 
that state of transition might occur. He 
trusted that the Bar, who were fully aware 
of the circumstances, and the public, who 
were not quite aware of them, would re- 
cognise the immense amount of good work 
that had been done in the few weeks which 
had elapsed since they last met, and that 
both would exercise the excellent virtue 
of patience. 

The monition of his Lordship was fully 
justified during the first few weeks after the 
occupation of the Courts — complaints of all 
kinds — of light, of cold, of stairs, of doors, 
of noise, of draughts, and of difficulties in 
finding rooms, and of being in some cases 
locked out, and in others locked in, were 
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both numerous and bitter. They however 
seemed to afford subjects for amusement 
rather than serious inconvenience, particu- 
larly the geographical difficulties of the 
building. It was reported that the Peti- * 
tioner and Respondent in a Divorce Suit, 
after wandering about for some time, met 
accidentally in a corridor, and, enquiring of 
each other the way to the Court they were 
seeking, mutual recognition followed, and 
they became happily reconciled. 

A more serious incident was that of the 
Q.C. who had been invited by an eminent 
Judge to partake of a chop with him in his 
private room at lunch time, but, after mis- 
taking his way and getting into the wrong 
corridor several times, arrived only to find 
his Lordship had finished luncheon and was 
about to return to the Court. 

The following account of the opening 
ceremony may perhaps aptly close this brief 
descriptive sketch. 
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ITH imposing splendour and 
ceremony, and in the presence 
of an assemblage of nobility 
and dignity seldom gathered 
together, Her Majesty on 
the 4th of December, 1882, declared these 
Courts of Law open. The Queen was ac- 
companied by the Prince and Princess of 
Wales, Princess Christian, Princess Beatrice, 
and the Dukes of Connaught, Albany, and 
Cambridge, and attended by all the High 
Officers of the Royal Household. 

On the dais where the Throne was placed 
beneath the gallery at the northern end 
of the Central Hall, Her Majesty and the 
Royal Family were surrounded by the 
Judges, Ministers of State, and Officials of 
high rank. 

The Hall itself,, with the exception of the 
pathway in the centre along which the pro- 
cession on entering the Hall passed, was 

c 
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completely filled with a most brilliant throng 
of the aristocracy of rank and talent. Am- 
bassadors, Statesmen, Clerical Dignitaries, 
Warriors of both Services, and illustrious 
men and women, both of this and other 
countries, all in glittering uniform or state 
costumes, formed a picture never to be 
forgotten. 

The Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the 
City of London proceeded in state from the 
Mansion House to Westminster, and accom- 
panied the Lord Chancellor, Lord Chief 
Justice, and the whole bench of Judges from 
Westminster Hall. These received the 
Queen on her arrival at the Grand Entrance, 
and the First Commissioner of Works, on 
Her Majesty's taking her position on the 
dais, presented a silver key to the Queen, 
raying : 

** May it please your Majesty, — Your Com- 
missioners of Works and Public Buildings 
have been charged with the erection of this 
building during the last eight years. It is 
now complete. It has fallen upon me to 
announce to your Majesty that it is ready to 
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be constituted by your Royal Command as 
the central place in which, in accordance 
with the ancient laws of your kingdom, 
justice shall be administered in the future 
by your Majesty's Courts." 

Her Majesty, handing the key to the 
Lord Chancellor, said : ** My Lord Chan- 
cellor,-^—! deliver into your charge, with this 
key, the care of these Courts of Law. I 
trust that the unitingi together in one place 
of the various branches of Judicature in this 
my Supreme Court, will conduce to the 
more efficient and speedy administration of 
justice to my subjects ; and I have all con- 
fidence that the independence and learning 
of the Judges, supported by the integrity 
and ability of the other members of the pro- 
fession of the Law, will prove in the future, 
as they have in times past, a chief security 
for the rights of my Crown and the liberties 
of my people.'' 

The Lord Chancellor replied with the fol- 
lowing eloquent speech, which was received 
with deep attention, and made a profound 
impression, particularly the reference to the 

c 2 
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Architect, who had untimely 'passed away, 
and the glories of Her Majesty's happy 
reign : 

" May it please your Majesty, — In the 
name and on behalf of the assembled Judges 
of your Majesty's Supreme Court of Judica- 
ture, I accept the charge which your Majesty 
has been pleased to lay upon me ; and I 
a§k permission* to offer to your Majesty the 
humble expression of tur loyal devotion to 
your Majesty's person and Throne, and of 
our gratitude for the part which your Majesty 
has been graciously pleased to take in the 
solemnity of this day. This building, now 
complete, was authorised by your Majesty, 
with the concurrence of Parliament, in the 
year 1865, and it has been in progress for 
more than eight years under the hands of a 
great architect, to whom it has not been 
permitted to see this day. 

**Your Majesty, whose strength of sympa- 
thy is so well known to us all, will, I am sure, 
share the feelings of your subjects when they 
think of those who are no longer with us — of • 
the architect whom we have lost, and of thsit 
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great prelate — venerable as much for his 
wisdom and virtue as for his great office — 
from whose lips we might have hoped, not 
many months since, to hear the Divine bles- 
sing invoked upon us to-day. Man passes 
away, but his works remain. 

** This building will remain, as we trust, to a 
remote posterity, one of the most magnificent 
public works of the time in which we live. 
These Royal Courts of Justice, stately enough 
to satisfy even those who are most accus- 
tomed to Westminster Hall, will not, like 
Westminster Hall, recall the memories of 
Norman or Plantagenet, of Tudor or Stuart 
kings ; but they will be for ever associated 
with the name of your Majesty, and with the 
glories of a reign happy beyond all which 
have preceded it in those qualities of the 
Sovereign which have caused your Majesty 
to be so universally beloved and revered, in 
the advancement of all the arts of civilisa- 
tion, and in the general peace and prosperity 
of the British people. 

"Among the legislative improvements which 
have distinguished your Majesty's reign, not 
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the least has been the consolidation and union 
of the several branches of the Supreme 
Judicature, which formerly exercised divided 
jurisdiction. To give full effect to that great 
change it was necessary that the different 
Courts and Offices should be brought toge- 
ther in one edifice fit for the duties which 
they have to perform. This has at last been 
done ; and your Majesty, by your gracious 
presence here to-day, has given a signal proof 
of your care for that justice which will here 
be administered in your name. It was, indeed, 
fitting and worthy of your Majesty that these 
Royal Courts should be dedicated to their 
future use by the Sovereign of these realms, 
whose noblest prerogatives are justice and 
mercy, and from whom all jurisdiction within 
the British dominions is derived. 

** Your Majesty's Judges are deeply sensible 
of their own shortcomings and of their need 
of that assistance which they have constantly 
received from the Bar of England and from 
other members of the legal profession. But, 
encouraged by your Majesty s gracious ap- 
proval, and having before them the examples 
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of a long line of illustrious predecessors, they 
have endeavoured, and will always endeavour, 
to fulfil the great duties entrusted to them 
with fidelity to your Majesty, with zeal for the 
public service, with firmness, impartiality, and 
integrity, in the fear of God and without fear 
of man. 

** That they and their successors may be 
enabled truly to do justice within these walls 
as long as the British name shall endure, that 
the blessing of the Almighty may rest upon 
their labours, that the Uw which they ad- 
minister may ever be a terror to evildoers 
and a strength and support to those who 
have right on their side, and that your 
Majesty may be preserved for many future 
years, still to shed fresh lustre upon a throne 
founded on law, sustained by justice, and 
established in the hearts of your Majesty's 
people, is the fervent prayer of all the Judges 
of your Majesty's Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature, for whom, on this august occasion, 
it has been my privilege to address your 
Majesty." 

His Grace the Archbishop of York then 
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offered up prayer for the Divine blessing 
on the administrators of Justice, and the 
Royal Family, and the Edifice itself. 

Sir William Harcourt, as Home Secre- 
tary, then said : ** I have Her Majesty's com- 
mand to declare these Royal Courts of Justice 
now opened." A flourish of trumpets from 
the State Trumpeters, stationed in the North 
Gallery over the Dais, followed this announce- 
ment ; and after addresses from the Inns of 
Court and Incorporated Law Society, pre- 
sented by the Prince of Wales to the 
Queen, the Judges passed in front of the 
Throne, bowing to Her Majesty, who fol- 
lowed them out through the Crypt to the 
great Quadrangle, which presented another 
magnificent spectacle. 

Every available portion of the large court- 
yard was occupied, as well as all the windows 
overlooking it in the surrounding rooms and 
offices. 

On reaching the Pavilion erected at the 
entrance to the Crypt, Mr. Shaw Lefevre 
presented to Her Majesty, Mr. Street, the 
son of the Architect, Mr. H. W. Bull and 
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Mr. E. C. Bull, the Contractors, Mr, Thomas 
Epps and Mr. F. Clarke, foremen builders. 
The latter, on behalf of the workmen, a 
large body of whom occupied one of the 
stands in ' the Quadrangle, presented an 
address to Her Majesty in these words— 

** To Her most Gracious Majesty Queen 
Victoria. May it please your Majesty, — We, 
the workmen of the various crafts employed 
in the construction of this building, which 
your Majesty has now been graciously 
pleased to open, desire to take this oppor- 
tunity of offering a humble expression of 
loyalty and respect toward our Sovereign. 
We are deeply sensible of the honour which 
has been done to the work upon which we 
have laboured for so many years, and our 
one regret is that the great master whose 
designs we have carried out should not have 
been spared to see this day. Signed on 
behalf of the workmen — Thomas Epps, 
Frederick Clarke.*' 

Her Majesty replied : "I receive with 
pleasure the loyal address of the workmen 
of the various crafts employed upon this 
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building, I congratulate you on the success- 
ful results of your honourable toil, and I 

join with you in the expression of sincere 
regret that the designer of this noble edifice 
should not have lived to see the completion 
of his work." 

The Guard of Honour mounted in the 
Quadrangle again saluted, the Royal party- 
entered their carriages, and, followed by the 
distinguished guests and escorted by the Life 

. Guards, drove amid great cheering slowly 
away. This magnificent ceremonial was 
brought to a fitting close by the throwing 
open of the building to the public for some 
hours, during which an immense stream of 
persons poured continuously through the 
Central Hall, Crjrpt, and Quadrangle, all of 
which were illuminated by the electric light ; 
and, without a single hitch or accident to 
the thousands assembled, the Inauguration 
ceremony was complete. 
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